
   

 1 

   
Richard M. Daley, Mayor Rosemarie S. Andolino, Commissioner 

 
News Release 

 
November 17, 2010  
Eve Rodriguez  
(773) 462-7365 (office) 
(773) 457-0398 (cell)  
everodriguez@cityofchicago.org  

 
2010 “AIRPORTS GOING GREEN” CONFERENCE A SUCCESS 

More than 300 attend airport industry’s premier event for aviation sustainability initiatives 
 
(CHICAGO) The 3rd Annual “Airports Going Green,” Conference wrapped up today with 
an airfield tour of the O’Hare Modernization Program (OMP).  More than 300 U.S. and 
international airport executives, aviation industry leaders and environmental experts 
participated in the three-day conference held at the DoubleTree Hotel in Chicago.   

Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley, U.S. Department of Transportation Secretary Ray 
LaHood and Chicago Department of Aviation (CDA) Commissioner Rosemarie S. 
Andolino addressed the attendees and unveiled the CDA Sustainable Airport Manual 
(SAM) Version 2.0 to open the conference on Monday.  

The updated manual expands on the SAM released in August 2009 with three additional 
chapters covering airport planning, daily operations and maintenance, and concessions 
and tenants. The three new chapters released during the conference follow the SAM 
design and construction and administrative procedures chapters that were released last 
year. 

Mayor Daley commended Commissioner Andolino and all the SAM airport partners for 
their hard work and dedication, and for working collaboratively to create a document that 
sets a global industry standard for sustainability planning, development and everyday 
functions at airports. Secretary LaHood stated that the U.S. Department of 
Transportation will continue to support America’s airports efforts to become more 
efficient and more sustainable.  

The development of SAM Version 2.0 was led by the CDA with contributions from nearly 
200 aviation, environmental and industry leaders from around the world. Contributors 
participated in a series of interactive workshops throughout 2010, including several 
Webinars and working sessions at airport conferences in Dallas and San Diego.  

“I want to thank all of our SAM partners for their outstanding work,” said Commissioner 
Andolino. “The work our partners do at their respective airports continues to inspire our 
sustainable efforts in Chicago, and they are all key drivers of the ‘Airports Going Green’ 
movement.” 

- More- 
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Representatives from major airports including Dallas/Fort-Worth, San Diego, San 
Francisco, Denver, Seattle-Tacoma, Portland, Los Angeles, and Paris Charles deGaulle 
International Airports shared their expertise in various areas during the conference 
including water efficiency, energy and atmosphere, enhancement of the indoor air 
quality, solid waste and wastewater management and recycling processes, green 
purchasing, materials recycling and reuse, alternative fuel use, as well as innovative 
practices and procedures.  

The first day of the conference consisted of sessions covering real-world examples and 
case studies relating to each of the three new chapters of the SAM Version 2.0.  

The new Planning chapter of SAM Version 2.0 sets the framework for incorporation of 
sustainability into all airport functions, from initial plans through commissioning and 
operation, by providing policy guidance, measurable checklists, and case study 
examples. 
 
The chapter on Operations and Maintenance addresses making sustainability a part of 
everyday activities at airports, with a focus on training, monitoring, reporting, and the 
refinement of Best Management Practices. 
 
The Concessions and Tenants chapter guides the incorporation of sustainability into the 
planning, design, construction, and operation of all terminal concession, landside, and 
airside tenant facilities. 
 
“The SAM is a living document that will continue to evolve and grow as new technologies, 
innovative methods and procedures are introduced in the future,” said Andolino. “We 
look forward to continued collaboration with our airport partners as we enhance and 
expand the manual.” 
 
On the second day of the conference, attendees heard from a number of Airport CEOs 
during the morning’s roundtable. “We come to learn from our American and International 
colleagues, to learn about new technologies and future opportunities,” said Dengxiang 
Shao, Assistant General Manager of Beijing Capital International Airport. “China is a 
developing country and there is a lot to learn and a lot to be done in the aviation industry 
and we want to learn from the leaders at this conference.”  
 
The other sessions covered sustainable airline initiatives, international airport 
sustainability initiatives, funding renewable energy, as well as a panel composed of 
media representatives. The Luncheon Keynote Speaker, Nate Hurst, Director of 
Sustainability for Walmart, discussed Walmart’s sustainability strategy and the 
integration of sustainability into retail business. 
 
On the third day of the conference, attendees had an opportunity to visit the Greenbuild 
International Conference and Expo exhibit hall and view sustainable construction 
practices at work with a tour O’Hare’s airfield. All attendees received the new SAM 
Version 2.0 on a reusable jump-drive bracelet. 
 
SAM Version 2.0 builds on the City of Chicago’s several years of successfully 
incorporating industry-leading sustainable initiatives on the O’Hare Modernization 
Program (OMP), O’Hare and Midway International Airports.  
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To date, the SDM and now SAM been incorporated into the design and construction of 
55 projects at Chicago’s airports.  

Also participating in the process to create SAM Version 2.0 were representatives from 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, U.S. Green Building Council, Illinois 
Department of Transportation, the Federal Aviation Administration, the Illinois 
Sustainable Technology Center, the Center for Transportation and the Environment, 
Clean Airport Partnership, United Airlines, the American Society of Civil Engineers, the 
American Association of Airport Executives (AAAE), Airports Council International, 
Airports Consultants Council, as well as several City of Chicago Departments and Sister 
Agencies.  

~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

The Chicago Department of Aviation (CDA) is self-supporting, using no local or state tax dollars 
for operations or capital improvements at O’Hare and Midway International airports. Together, 
Chicago’s airports generate more than $45 billion in annual economic activity and create 540,000 
jobs for the region. Please visit www.flychicago.com to learn more about the Chicago Department 
of Aviation.  

The CDA continues to incorporate and expand sustainable initiatives for airport planning, 
operations and maintenance, and concessions and tenants in accordance with the CDA 
Sustainable Airport Manual (SAM) Version 2.0, released in November 2010. To view case 
studies, lessons learned and new technologies, and for more information on the SAM, please visit 
www.airportsgoinggreen.org. 

The O’Hare Modernization Program (OMP), introduced by Mayor Richard M. Daley in June 2001, 
transforms O’Hare’s airfield from an outdated system of intersecting runways into a modern 
parallel runway configuration. The program will reduce overall delays at the Airport by 79 percent, 
and bad weather delays by 95 percent. It will create 195,000 new jobs and $18 billion in 
additional economic activity each year. Please visit www.oharemodernization.org to learn more. 
 

# # # # 
 

 
 
Editor’s note: photos attached. High resolution images available upon request. 
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Photo caption: U.S. Department of Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood, Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley, 
Chicago Department of Aviation (CDA) Commissioner Rosemarie S. Andolino, FAA Great Lakes Region 
Administrator Barry Cooper, and members of the SAM steering group gathered to officially unveil the SAM 
Version 2.0 on Monday, November 15, 2010. 
 

 
 
Photo caption: Airport leaders discuss sustainable initiatives at the Airport CEO Roundtable session on 
Tuesday, November 16, 2010 at the “Airports Going Green” Conference. Pictured left to right: James Crites, 
Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport; Robert Nicholas, Ithaca Tompkins Regional Airport, New York; 
Rosemarie S. Andolino, Chicago Department of Aviation; Thella Bowens, San Diego International Airport; 
and Dengxiang Shao, Beijing Capital International Airport.  


